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Welcome to Worship  
  

Reformation Sunday  -  October 26, 2025 
  

Welcome to St. Luke’s.  Whether you are visiting the Lima area or looking for a church home, 
we hope you find St. Luke’s Lutheran Church to be a people who reflect the joy and peace and 
love we have in Christ. More than that, we hope you hear, with us, the good news of Jesus 
Christ crucified and risen for the forgiveness of sins.  
  

Blue Welcome Cards help us welcome visitors, inform us of changes in your contact  
information, and let us know your prayer concerns. Welcome Cards may be placed in the 
offering plate stationed on a table for drop-off before or after service.  
  

Holy Communion All who are baptized and believe that with the bread and wine we  receive 
the true body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins and salvation are  encouraged to 
come to the Lord’s Supper. Those not receiving communion are invited to come forward for a 
blessing.  
  

Rest Rooms are on the main floor at the south end of the office hallway.  
  

Ushers and other members are here to help you if you need assistance.  
 

Please stand, if able, for parts of the service marked  ╬  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
WELCOME  
  
ORGAN PRELUDE                           “Oh, Sing to the Lord”                                   Childs  
                  
The organ chimes call us to worship.   
 

  
INTRODUCTION  
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order 
to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s 
grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in  
the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more  
fully in worship and mission.   
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS ╬  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding    
minister begins.  
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
Father, Son, and ☩ Holy Spirit who 
forgives all our sin, whose mercy 
endures forever.  
Amen.  
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of 
one another.  
  
The assembly kneels or sits. Silence is kept for reflection.  
   
Faithful God, you have shown us the ways of your 
heart, yet we stray from your paths.  
We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression  
and do not embrace the freedom of 
your faithful promises.  
We ignore our neighbors.  
We exploit the earth. We reject your abundance, 
trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. 
Repair our relationships, restore what we have broken, 
renew our hearts, and bring us to new life.  
Amen.  
  
Hear the good news:  
God the Faithful One loves you,  
☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you are set free.  
Amen.  
  
 
PEACE ╬  
    
  The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  
  

  Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around you.  
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 GATHERING HYMN ╬                   “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”                       #504  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING ╬  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.  
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Introduction of the Unclouded Day Vocal and Instrumental Ensemble 
 
 “Heaven’s Gonna Be Our Home”    James Zanker, Soloist 
 “My Song For Life”   
  
PRAYER OF THE DAY ╬  
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every 
age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, 
protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the  gospel, and 
bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
  
The assembly is seated.     
                                                                                                        
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  
FIRST READING:  Verses from 1st Corinthians 10 and Ephesians 6          Deb Todd           
No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind.  God is faithful; He will 
not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But, when you are tempted, He will also 
provide a way out so that you can endure it.  Therefore, put on the full armor of God  so that, 
when the day of evil arrives, you will be able to stand your ground.  Stand firm, then, with the 
belt of Truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of Righteousness in place, and 
with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the Gospel of Peace.  In addition, take 
up the shield of Faith with which you can extinguish     all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  
Take up the helmet of Salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. 
  
  The Word of the Lord.    
  Thanks be to God. 
 
 “I Am Determined”       Shawn Westbrook, Soloist 
 
SECOND READING:                                                                                     Romans 3:19-28  
   19  Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so 
that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 
20 For no human will be justified before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the 
law comes the knowledge of sin.  21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has 
been disclosed and is  attested by the Law and the Prophets, 22 the righteousness of God 
through the faith of Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of 
atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, 
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26 it was 
to demonstrate at the present time his own righteousness, so that he is righteous and he 
justifies the one who has the faith of Jesus.  
  27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? That of works? 
No, rather through the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from 
works prescribed by the law.   
 
   The Word of the Lord.    
  Thanks be to God.  
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HOLY GOSPEL: ╬                                                                        John 8:31-36  
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John.   

 
  

31  Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly 
my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33 They 
answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone.  
What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”  
  34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 
35 The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 
forever. 36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”   
  
  The Gospel of Our Lord.     

 

     
 “You Are The Christ!”                  Unclouded Day 
  
SERMON                                                                                          Pastor Dave Westphal  
  

“As The Deer”           Alexander Klepach, Pianist  
  
APOSTLES CREED ╬  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he  ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead.  
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen  
  
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH ╬  
  

   Response after each petition: Lord, in your mercy; Hear our prayer.  
  
OFFERING                  “My Redeemer Lives!”                 Unclouded Day Band 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER ╬  
God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, 
promising to fill them with good things. Fulfill that promise 
through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the abundance 
of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ 
our Savior, now and forever.  Amen.  
 
            “O Jeremiah!!                    James Zanker, Soloist 
 “Goin’ To The Holy City”           Bill Anders, Soloist 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

PROPER PREFACE ╬  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
  
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ╬  
  

 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE ╬  
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us 
Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick 
and suffering, who preached good news to the 
poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to 
all.  
   

On the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
“Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: “This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.” Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and 
ascension, we await his coming in glory.  Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and 
unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.  
  

LORD'S PRAYER ╬    Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread,    
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the  
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  
  
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER ╬  
There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that does not perish, 
a taste of life eternal.  
  
The assembly is seated.  
  

 

 
  
THE LORD’S SUPPER  
This morning communion is served continuously. Come forward down the center aisle as 
directed by the ushers and receive the bread—the body of Christ—from the pastor.   Take a 
glass from the tray and move to the wine servers. (The pre-filled glasses are grape juice.)  
When finished, place the cup in the basket and return to your seat via the side aisles.  
 

COMMUNION MUSIC      “Shall We Gather  • At The River”             Unclouded Day 
  

LAMB OF GOD   
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EUCHARISTIC BLESSING ╬  

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.    
Amen  
  
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER ╬  

God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have 
nourished us with the bread of heaven that gives 
life to the world.  
Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, send 
us out to gather your good gifts for all who hunger and 
thirst, and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s 
name.  
Amen.  
  
 
BENEDICTION ╬  

The love of God the Father strengthen you,  
God the Son save you, and God the ☩Holy Spirit anoint you 
for the work ahead,  granting you a faithful and courageous 
heart now and forever.  
Amen.  
 
  
SENDING HYMN ╬                                    “How Great Thou Art”                        Unclouded Day     
            Please stand when invited and sing the final refrain with Unclouded Day 
 

 
DISMISSAL ╬  
Go in peace. Share the harvest.  
Thanks be to God.  
  
 
Silent prayer with chimes.    

 
  

POSTLUDE                                     “SAINTS!”                                    Unclouded Day Band 
               

 
 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #32170.   New 
Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by  permission. 
All rights reserved.  Some words and music are reprinted under CCLI License #1606263.  Some words and music are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-719607.  
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VOCALISTS 
  

Shawn Westbrook - Lead and Bass • Deb Todd - Alto  
Bill Anders - Lead and Baritone • Steve Todd - Tenor 
James Zanker - Lead and Tenor • Carl Reuter - Bass  

 
 
 
  

INSTRUMENTALISTS 
  

Alexander Klepach • Piano 
Dane Newlove • Drums and Percussion 

Bill Anders • Trombone and Bass Guitar 
Pat Nash • Trumpet, Flugelhorn and Bass Guitar 

Tony Alessandrini • Trombone and Percussion 
James Zanker • Trumpet and Flugelhorn 

 
 
 

On behalf of everyone in the Unclouded Day Ensemble, we wish to 
THANK the staff and the congregation of St. Luke’s Lutheran 

Church for your invitation to come sing and play for you today.  We 
have been singing and playing together for 10 years as Unclouded 
Day, and more than 10 additional years as CHORDS.  You need to 
know it was our pleasure and honor to share our music with all of  

you today.  THANK YOU and  GOD’S BLESSINGS to each of you! 
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CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK  

Mon, 
9/22  

12-3 pm  CUP  

Tues, 
9/23  

11:00 am  Mary/Martha  

Wed, 
9/24  

10:00 am   The Herald  

Fri, 
9/26  

11:00 am  Our Daily Bread  

Sun,   
9/28  
  

9:00 am  
  

9:00 am  
  

10:15 am  

Choir  
  

Christian Education Hour  
  

Liturgy of Holy Communion  

 

                                        “NUMBERS” from Sunday, September 21, 2025”  
  

  Attendance: 64  
            Giving:    $2,676.00 given to the glory of God for the work of the Gospel of                                               
Jesus Christ in Lima and beyond.  

 

Scripture readings for 9/28/25:    Amos 6:1a, 4-7                       Psalm 146  
          1 Timothy 6:6-19      Luke 16:19-31  

Staff  
Interim Pastor – Dave Westphal (Cell:419-455-0513)  
Interim Hospital Visitation Pastor - Samuel Payne   
(Cell:419-371-9774)  
Organist – Sandy Miller  
Choir Director – Brian Reeves  
Office Secretary – Robin Hefner  
   

Congregational Leadership  
President - Rich Moritz  
Vice President - James Williams  
Secretary - Lois Kennedy  
Treasurer - Alison Williams  
  

Tyler Arheit         Susie Cornell  
Perry Luhn           Marcy Reeves  
Jane Williams  

E-Mail Addresses  
Office Secretary – secretary@stlukeslima.org  

  
 

The flowers in the chancel this morning were given by   
Susie Cornell in memory of Mary Rudolph   

and   
Liz Ebbing in celebration all September birthdays   


