
   

 

MISSION STATEMENT  “Saved by grace. Reaching out in faith.” 

The HERALD 
News about the ministry of  

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church • Lima, OH 

January 2026 
Pastor’s Letter - Epiphany 

  

 “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?” (Matthew 2:1) 
 

 Early in January, we move from the Advent-Christmas season to the season of Epiphany – 
the season of light. As the amount of light grows longer each day, so too does the light of God’s 
presence in our lives through the manifestation of Jesus. The Sunday lessons reflect the world’s 
growing awareness of who Jesus is and what he is to become. Beginning with the visit of the Magi, 
through Jesus’ baptism, and on into the various ways Jesus reveals himself as the Son of God, the 
time between Christmas and Lent is an opportunity to abide in the brilliant light of Christ. It’s a 
time to see for yourself the abundant light of life Jesus offers. 
 This is also a time for growing in your willingness to share the light of Christ. Traditionally, 
the season of Epiphany is given to emphasizing mission, both abroad and here at home. During the 
month, you are likely to hear more about the mission work in Liberia as efforts continue to build a 
guest house. Watch for information coming from both Pastor Sam and Pastor Dave regarding this 
mission opportunity.  
 But overseas missions are only part of our call as a people to share the light of Christ. Here 
in our own community, amongst our family, friends, and neighbors, it is a good time to talk about 
your journey of faith. Knowing that Jesus has come into the world to strengthen bonds between us, 
share the light by sharing love, care, and concern for others. As folks continue to struggle with 
food insecurity, donate time or resources to local agencies. For those distressed following the  
holiday letdown, let the light of hope shine through your companionship and joy.  
 We heard during the Christmas season that “the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
could not extinguish it.” May that light – the light of Christ – shine in and through you this  
Epiphany season.  
 

Sharing the Light of Christ with the World 

Pastor Dave 
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WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE MONTH   
Join us for Worship weekly in the SANCTUARY at 10:15 am. 

 

 

Epiphany of Our Lord ~ January 4 ~ Pastor Steve Nelson, presiding: 
Isaiah 60:1-6, Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14, Ephesians 3:1-12, Matthew 2:1-12                                                                  
The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a celebration of God’s glory revealed 
in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and people. Like the 
light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children of God who are 
claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good 
news of God’s love to all people.  

Baptism of Our Lord ~ January 11 ~ Pastor Dave Westphal, presiding: 
Isaiah 42:1-9, Psalm 29, Acts 10:34-43,Matthew 3:13-17 

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this great epiphany, Jesus fulfills 
all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will bring forth justice and be a light to the nations. In the  
waters of baptism we too are washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our 
baptismal mission is to proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s healing. 
 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany ~ January 18 ~ Pastor Dave Westphal, presiding: 
Isaiah 49:1-7, Psalm 40:1-11, 1 Corinthians 1:1-9, John 1:29-42 

Today’s gospel opens with further reflection on Jesus’ baptism. He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world and the one anointed by the Spirit. In the liturgy we come and see Christ revealed among us in word and meal. 
We go forth to invite others to come and worship the Holy One and to receive the gifts of grace and peace made 
known among us. 
 

3rd Sunday after Epiphany ~ January 25 ~ Pastor Dave Westphal, presiding: 
Isaiah 9:1-4, Psalm 27:1, 4-9, 1 Corinthians 1:10-18, Matthew 4:12-23 

Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. In Jesus the kingdom of God 
has come near. We who have walked in darkness have seen a great light. We see this light most profoundly in the 
cross—as God suffers with us and all who are oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we gather 
around the word, the font, and the holy table. We are then sent to share the good news that others may be “caught” in 
the net of God’s grace and mercy. 

Daily Devotions  
 

Each day, Monday through Saturday, Pastors Beth and Dave publish brief devotions based on the  
Sunday texts. If you are interested in receiving them by email, please contact Pastor Dave at  
pastordavedelc@gmail.com. 
You may also access them on the St. Luke’s website: www.stlukeslima.org  

Adult Bible Study  
 

Each Sunday morning, 9 am, come and explore the Bible with your friends at St. Luke’s. Meeting in the 
Pastor’s Office, and led by Mila, the class discusses the Bible passages scheduled for that Sunday. Come, 
enjoy the conversation, and find renewal in the Word of the Lord.   

REMOVAL of the GREENS 

   Sunday, January 4, 2026 

 

We’ll be un-decorating the Church following worship at 11:30 AM. Many hands make the job go so much  
quicker and much more fun. Please join us! 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-1-18/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-1-18/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-1-18/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-1-18/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-1-25/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-1-25/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-1-25/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-1-25/0
mailto:pastordavedelc@gmail.com
http://www.stlukeslima.org
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Blood Drive – Thank You 

 

For those who attended our Red Cross Blood Drive, Sunday, December 21, thank you for your donation. 
Your ministry helped save the lives of those in our community who need blood. Please be sure to watch 
for our next drive.  

Early in January, Advent and Christmas come to an end. The season of Epiphany begins. Plan to 
stay following worship on Sunday, January 4, so that we can “undecorate” the church. Many hands 
make light work. Help is needed and appreciated. Thanks for your assistance! 

Congregational Meeting 

 

At our congregational meeting in December, we approved the proposed 2026 budget (a copy is  
available from the church office), elected Perry Luhl to a second, three-year term on council, and 
heard a report by the Call Committee. The meeting was brief. Many thanks to Rick Moritz for his 
leadership.  

 

Thank you 

 

The Advent-Christmas season was filled with many opportunities for worship and praise of our 
Lord. Thanks to all those who made our various experiences joyful and inspiring. We especially 
thank Sandy, our organist, and Brian, our choir director for leading music during the season. Also, 
we appreciate the work of Rachael and the Altar Guild members who prepared for each service.  
Finally, to those who played instruments, sang in the choir, read lessons, lit candles, and ushered 
guests, you have our deepest thanks as well.  

 

God has blessed us with a wondrous and joyful community of faith. May those blessings continue throughout this 
new year.  
 

Pastor Dave’s New Book 

In November, Pastor Dave published his third book: Journey of the Spirit – A Spiritual  
Autobiography. Available through Amazon, the book offers the reader an opportunity to reflect on 
how the Spirit has been active and alive in their life as they hear about how the Spirit has been  
present with Pastor Dave during his life. Through it, Pastor Dave hopes that the reader will discover 
for her-or-himself where, when, and through whom the Spirit provided counsel, comfort,  
compassion, and companionship for them.  
 

This is the third of Pastor Dave’s books. Previous titles include: Thy Will be Done in Me – Living the 
Lord’s Prayer – devotional based on the Lord’s Prayer (Xlibris Publishing), and Give Us This Day – Living Each 
Day to the Lord – a guide for daily living. These are also available from Amazon.  

 THE SEASON TO GIVE 

 

Throughout the month of December you donated $2,898.00 toward our year-end giving campaign benefiting 
CUP (Churches United Pantry), Together with the matching Bequest Fund of ($1,000.00), the total we will give 
to CUP is $3,898.00!   
 

Your generosity will significantly impact the lives of  people here in Lima. CUP gives us an opportunity to give 
the love of Jesus Christ to others through the sharing of providing food and daily necessities for families and 
individuals in need. 
 

Thank you for your prayers and your generous support of this project! 
      



4  

 

Find Us on Facebook! 

To find us on Facebook, search for St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church, Lima, Ohio. “Like” us and you’ll have access to 
pictures and announcements of ministry happening in the 
name of Jesus Christ here at St. Luke’s. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

    1 

OFFICE CLOSED 

2

4               
9:00a Choir        
9:00a Bible Classes 
10:15a Liturgy of Holy Communion 
 

5 
 

6 
6p Altar Guild 

 

 
 
7:00p NA (NLC) 

7 8 
10a WELCA 

11        
9:00a Choir 
9:00a Bible Classes 
10:15a Liturgy of Holy Communion 
12-3p NLC rental 
1p Worship Meeting 

12 
10a Financial 
11a Staff 
 

13 
6p Combined  

Council Meeting 
here 

 
7:00p NA (NLC) 

14 
 

15 
 

18 
9:00a Choir 
9:00a Bible Classes 
10:15a Liturgy of Holy Communion 
 

19 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 

Martin Luther  
King Jr. Day 

20 
 
 
 

 
7:00p NA (NLC) 

21 

 

22 
 

25       
9:00a Choir 
9:00a Bible Classes 
10:15a Liturgy of Holy Communion 
 
 

26 

 

          12-3p CUP 

27 
11a Mary/

Martha 

 
 

7:00p NA (NLC) 

28 
10a Herald 

29 30
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* NLC = New Life Center 

Worship Assignments for January 2026 

Altar Duties:  Rachael Lewis 

Friday Saturday 

OFFICE CLOSED 

2 3 
 

 
 
 

 
7:30p NA (NLC) 

9 10 
 

11-1 Community 
Meal 

 
7:30p NA (NLC) 

16 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
7:30p NA (NLC) 

23 
11-1 Our Daily Bread 

24 
12p NLC Rental 

 
 
 
7:30p NA (NLC) 

30 31 
 
 
 
 
7:30p NA (NLC) 

Jan 4 ~ 1st Sunday after Epiphany 
Worship: 
Leader: Pastor Steve Nelson 

Organist: Sandy Miller 
Acolyte: Adrian Lewis 

Child Mess:  Megan Mulcahy 

Lector:  Rachael Lewis         
Comm Ser:   Julianna Lewis 

   Beth Arheit McCarty 

Ushers:         Jack Williams 

       Bob Williams 

      
Jan 11 ~ Baptism of Our Lord 
Worship: 
Leader: Pastor Dave Westphal 
Organist: Sandy Miller 
Acolyte: Delaney Cardenas 

 Julianna Lewis 

Child Mess:  Noisy Offering  
Lector:   Marcy Reeves 

Comm Ser:   Sandy Gray 

   Nancy Rudolph 

Ushers:         Mike Gray 

  Dick McCarty 

 

Jan 18 ~ 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
Worship: 
Leader: Pastor Dave Westphal 
Organist: Sandy Miller 
Acolyte: Zoey Kennedy 

Child Mess:  Marcy Reeves 

Lector:   Dale Laukhuf 
Comm Ser:   Marcia Laukhuf 
   Liz Ebbing 

Ushers:         Phil Trueblood 

   Dee Sherer 
 

Jan 25 ~ 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
Worship: 
Leader: Pastor Dave Westphal 
Organist: Sandy Miller 
Acolyte: Addi Cardenas 

Child Mess:  Kathy Luhn 

Lector:   Sarah Oleson 

Comm Ser:   Lee Moritz 

   Sarah Oleson 

Ushers:         Bill Oleson 

       Dick Fisher 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

Jan 4      Beth Arheit McCarty 
              open 
Jan 11    Lois Kennedy 

              Connie Williams 
Jan 18    open 

              open 
Jan 25    open 
              open 
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You come from dust 

You will return to dust 
That’s why 

I DON’T DUST 
It could be someone I know. 

 
SKM 

  

2026 Offering Envelopes are available 

Please take yours from the Gathering Area as 
this saves the church a lot in postage.   

 

Thank you! 

OUR DAILY BREAD 

125 South Central         419-224-2086 

 

Our Daily Bread serves hundreds of thousands of trays of food every year! 
 

The soup kitchen tray line needs six (6) volunteers from 

St. Luke’s to serve food on the 4th Friday of  
every month from 11 am -1 pm. 

 

Reaching out in faith, St. Luke’s helps with volunteers on the fourth Friday each 
month, 11 am – 1 pm. This month, our service date is January 23. You may  

volunteer to serve by contacting Linda Mann at 419-303-9793.  

FREE COMMUNITY MEAL 

 

Join us in the New Life Center for a hot, delicious meal of chili, crackers, bread, fruit cup, cook-
ies, lemonade and coffee. This is a free meal for everyone! 
 

  Saturday, January 10, 2026  
11:00 am - 1:00 pm 

 

 St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 209 W. North St.  -  Lima, OH 45801 

ALL ARE WELCOME!! 
 

St. Luke’s will once again be sponsoring free community meals. 
 

We will be serving food from 11:00 am – 1:00 pm. We need volunteers to serve the meals and to 
set up and clean up the space. A sign-up sheet will be available in the Gathering Area for you to 
indicate the time you will be helping.  
 

Donations of desserts such as cookies, brownies, cupcakes, etc. are needed to make the meals 
successful! Two weeks prior to each meal a sign-up sheet will be in the Gathering Area. Please 
sign up and let us know you’ll be bringing desserts. Then please bring these dessert donations to 
the church the day of the meal (or the day before).  
 

Thank you in advance for your help!   
 

If you have any questions, please contact Alison Williams (419) 303-8583 

 

MORE FREE COMMUNITY MEALS - February 14,  March 14,  & April 11,  2026 
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A Glance at our 2025 Budget 
as of 12/29/25 

 

Income:  $228,012.01 

Expense: $282,250.72 

 Net Income: -$54,238.71 

SUNDAY MORNING 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  
FOR DECEMBER 2025 

 

 12/7 66 

  

  

 12/14 31 

 

 

 12/21 69 

 

 

 12/28 51 

SUNDAY MORNING  
GENERAL OFFERING  

FOR DECEMBER 2025 Giving:  
   
               12/7             $5,396.75 

 

 12/14          $2,237.00 

 

 12/21          $9,625.00 

 

                                                    12/28          $2,555.00 

 

All generously given to make known  
the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

         NOISY OFFERING 

 

The December offering was $99.28 

 and went to the usual recipient of this 
offering—Churches United Pantry 
(CUP). Your generosity helps our 
neighbors in need. 

 

 WHAT’S UP AT CUP                   The C.U.P. food item for January is:  
                                              Bath Wash or Soap 

 

In November CUP served 503 families which included 1,278 people.  We provided 11,502 meals to those  
families.   
 

St. Luke's hygiene product for January is Bath Wash or Soap.   
Thank you for helping us with hygiene products from the Angel Tree.  Having those basic hygiene items for 
our families provides them with dignity and is very much appreciated by them.  
 

THANK YOU so very much for making CUP the recipient of the Christmas Eve offering.  It will be a huge 
boost to helping us keeping food on our shelves.   
 

God Bless you all.  May the blessings of the season be felt by all in our community.   
 

Mary Stepleton 

‘Tis the season—typically—for inclement weather the likes of which can make travelling 
to and from St. Luke’s a thrilling adventure...too thrilling. Should a “level-two roadway 
warning” be issued for Allen County, St. Luke’s would close (i.e., we would not have a 
worship service). If the weather is such that you are wondering if we will have a regularly 
scheduled worship service, program or meeting, please check for closings at:  
www.hometownstations.com   
 

(Closings will also be posted on the congregation’s Facebook page.) 
  

If St. Luke’s is open, please use your own judgment as to whether you can safely  
negotiate the sidewalks and roads between your home and the church building. If you are scheduled to lead 
or assist in leading an activity but are not able to come for whatever reason (weather, illness, etc.), simply 
contact the church office via phone (419-227-1961) to let us know (as your circumstances permit). Someone 
will gladly fill in for you, just as you would for them in a similar situation.  
 

Be safe out there! 
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St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
www.stlukeslima.org 

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

209 W. North Street  
Lima, OH  45801-4324 
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How to Reach Us: 
 

By Phone: 
419-227-1961 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00a-2:00p 
 

Via email:     
Robin Hefner, secretary  secretary@stlukeslima.org 

Staff 
Interim Pastor – Dave Westphal (Cell:419-455-0513) 
Interim Hospital Visitation Pastor - Samuel Payne (Cell:419-371-9774) 
Organist – Sandy Miller 
Choir Director – Brian Reeves 

Office Secretary – Robin Hefner 
 

Congregational Leaders 
 
 

President - Rich Moritz 

Vice President -  James Williams 

Secretary -  Lois Kennedy 

Treasurer - Alison Williams 

Marcy Reeves, Suzie Cornell,  
Jane Williams, Perry Luhn, Tyler Arheit 

Liturgy of  Holy Communion 
Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

 

 
 

St. Luke's Renewed Website is up and running. Be sure to check it out. 
www.StLukesLima.org 

http://www.StLukesLima.org

