
   

 

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
“Saved by Grace. Reaching out in Faith.” 

 

Sunday, February 8, 2026 
   10:15 AM 

419-227-1961      •     209 W. North Street, Lima, Ohio 45801     •   www.StLukesLima.org 



2  

 

Please stand, if able, for parts of the service marked  ╬ 

Welcome to Worship 
 

5th Sunday after Epiphany            February 8, 2026 
 

Welcome to St. Luke’s.  Whether you are visiting the Lima area or looking for a church 
home, we hope you find St. Luke’s Lutheran Church to be a people who reflect the joy 
and peace and love we have in Christ. More than that, we hope you hear, with us, the 
good news of Jesus Christ crucified and risen for the forgiveness of sins. 
 

Blue Welcome Cards help us welcome visitors, inform us of changes in your contact 
information, and let us know your prayer concerns. Welcome Cards may be placed in 
the offering plate stationed on a table for drop-off before or after service. 
 

Holy Communion All who are baptized and believe that with the bread and wine we  
receive the true body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins and salvation are  
encouraged to come to the Lord’s Supper. Those not receiving communion are invited 
to come forward for a blessing. 
 

Rest Rooms are on the main floor at the south end of the office hallway. 
 

Ushers and other members are here to help you if you need assistance. 

WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE                 “Lord of Light”                             Hobby            
 

The organ chimes call us to worship.  
 

INTRODUCTION 
Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah declares that when we 
loose the bonds of injustice and share our bread with the hungry, the light breaks forth like 
the dawn. In another passage from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, 
calls his followers to let the light of their good works shine before others. Through baptism 
we are sent into the world to shine with the light of Christ.  
 
INVOCATION ╬  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding    
minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,                                                                                                                     

Father, Son, and ☩ Holy Spirit,  
the Creator of heaven and earth, 
the Word who spoke life into being, 
the Wind stirring the waters.   
Amen. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS ╬  
Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 

Silence is kept for reflection. The congregation may kneel or sit. 

Mighty God, lover of justice, 
you call us to life in community, 
but we have served our own interests 
at the expense of our neighbors. 
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 
We say the right words, 
but our hearts are far from you. 
Turn us to seek your face. 
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 
that we may do justice, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
The former things have passed away, 
and new things God now declares: 
Like a spring of water that never fails, 
God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 

and forgives your sin in ☩Jesus’ name. 
May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 
and bless you with the gift of peace. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE ╬   

 The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

 Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around you. 
 
GATHERING HYMN ╬                 “Gather Us In”                            #532 
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GREETING ╬   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE ╬         
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NOW THE FEAST 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY ╬  
Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By your 
Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do them, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated.    
 
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBER ~ Nori Kaska 
                                                                                                       
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
NOISY OFFERING   
On the second Sunday of each month, the children collect a special “noisy” offering of 
loose change (or dollar bills), typically designated to support Churches United Pantry 
(CUP). 
 
FIRST READING:                           Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12] 
 1 Shout out; do not hold back! 
  Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
 Announce to my people their rebellion, 
  to the house of Jacob their sins. 
 2 Yet day after day they seek me 
  and delight to know my ways, 
 as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 
 they ask of me righteous judgments; 
  they want God on their side. 
 3 “Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 
 Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day 
  and oppress all your workers. 
 4 You fast only to quarrel and to fight 
  and to strike with a wicked fist. 
 Such fasting as you do today 
  will not make your voice heard on high. 
 5 Is such the fast that I choose, 
  a day to humble oneself? 
 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush 
  and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
 Will you call this a fast, 
  a day acceptable to the Lord? 
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 6 Is not this the fast that I choose: 
  to loose the bonds of injustice, 
  to undo the straps of the yoke, 
 to let the oppressed go free, 
  and to break every yoke? 
 7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 
  and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
 when you see the naked, to cover them 
  and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
 8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
  and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
 your vindicator shall go before you; 
  the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 
 9a Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; 
  you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.” 
  [9b If you remove the yoke from among you, 
  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
 10 if you offer your food to the hungry 
  and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
 then your light shall rise in the darkness 
  and your gloom be like the noonday. 
 11 The Lord will guide you continually 
  and satisfy your needs in parched places 
  and make your bones strong, 
 and you shall be like a watered garden, 
  like a spring of water 
  whose waters never fail. 
 12 Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
  you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 
 you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
  the restorer of streets to live in] 
  
  The Word of the Lord.   
 Thanks be to God 
 
ANTHEM                    “The People Who Walk in Darkness”                        Choplin 
 
SECOND READING:                                              1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16] 
1 When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the testimony of God 
to you with superior speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among you except 
Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much 
trembling. 4 My speech and my proclamation were made not with persuasive words of  
wisdom but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might rest 
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not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 
 
  6 Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of 
the rulers of this age, who are being destroyed. 7 But we speak God’s wisdom, a hidden 
mystery, which God decreed before the ages for our glory 8 and which none of the rulers of 
this age understood, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, 
as it is written, 
 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
  nor the human heart conceived, 
 what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
10 God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches everything, even the 
depths of God. 11 For what human knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is 
within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12 Now 
we have received not the spirit of the world but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may 
understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. [13 And we speak of these things in words not 
taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who 
are spiritual. 
  14 Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are  
foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand them because they are spiritually  
discerned. 15 Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they are themselves subject to 
no one else’s scrutiny. 
 16 “For who has known the mind of the Lord 
  so as to instruct him?” 
But we have the mind of Christ.]  
  
 The Word of the Lord.   
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ╬     
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HOLY GOSPEL: ╬                              Matthew 5:13-20 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its  
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and trampled under 
foot. 
  14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 People do not 
light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it 
gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 
  17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have come not to 
abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, 
not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore, 
whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same 
will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness  
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”  
 
 The Gospel of Our Lord.    
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                                                                                          Pastor Dave Westphal 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY ╬                      “Lord of Light”                    #688 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 11 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APOSTLES CREED ╬ 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he  
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH ╬  
 

   Response after each petition: Lord, in your mercy; Hear our prayer. 
 
OFFERING     
 Voluntary                       “These You Command”                             Bach 
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OFERTORY HYMN ╬                 “As the Grains of Wheat”         #465 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER ╬  
God of majesty, 
no eye has seen, no ear has heard 
what you have prepared for those who love you, 
yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. 
Use what we have gathered 
to feed us with the reign of God come near, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
       GREAT THANKSGIVING ╬  

DIALOGUE ╬  
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PROPER PREFACE ╬  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ╬ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



14  

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER ╬  
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. 
In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, 

that all those who believe in him should not perish, 
but have eternal life. 

We give thanks to you 
for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith 
as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER ╬  
 

 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
            Give us this day our daily bread;   
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
        as we forgive those who trespass against us;   
  and lead us not into temptation,  
        but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom,  
        and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER ╬  

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
Come to the table; taste and see. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER 
This morning communion is served continuously. Come forward down the center aisle as 
directed by the ushers and receive the bread—the body of Christ—from the pastor.   
Take a glass from the tray and move to the wine servers. (The pre-filled glasses are grape 
juice.) When finished, place the cup in the basket and return to your seat via the side aisles. 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS            “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”              #712 
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    “This Little Light of Mine”                  tff  #65 
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EUCHARISTIC BLESSING ╬  

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace.   
Amen 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER ╬  

Radiant God, 
we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 
In the sacrament of his body and blood 
you have drawn us to your heart. 
Send us from this table with delight, 
that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, 
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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BENEDICTION ╬  

May the triune God, Father, Son and ☩Holy Spirit 
who has put a new song in your mouth 
and tuned your heart for praise 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN ╬                            “God, Whose Almighty Word”                  #673 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISMISSAL ╬  
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Silent prayer with chimes.   
 

POSTLUDE                               “This Little Light of Mine”                      Callahan   

WORSHIP  
ASSISTANTS 
Worship Leader 
Organist 
Acolyte  
Children’s Message 
Lector 
Communion Servers 
Ushers 
Altar Guild 

Today, SUNDAY 2/8 
 
Pastor Dave Westphal 
Sandy Miller 
Delaney Cardenas, Julianna Lewis 
Noisy Offering 
Kathy Luhn 
Sandy Gray, Marcy Reeves 
Mike Gray, Dick McCarty 
Dawn Arheit 

NEXT SUNDAY 2/15 
 
Pastor Dave Westphal 
Cathryn Nihiser 
Zoey Kennedy 
Megan Mulcahy 
Dale Laukhuf 
Marcia Laukhuf, Mary Trueblood 
Dee Sherer, Phil Trueblood 
Dawn Arheit 

FREE COMMUNITY MEAL 
 

Join us in the New Life Center for a hot, delicious meal of chili, crackers, bread, fruit cup, 
cookies, lemonade and coffee. This is a free meal for everyone! 
 

  Saturday, February 14, 2026  
11:00 am - 1:00 pm 

 

 St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 209 W. North St.  -  Lima, OH 45801 
ALL ARE WELCOME!! 

 

St. Luke’s will once again be sponsoring free community meals. 
 

We will be serving food from 11:00 am – 1:00 pm. We need volunteers to serve the meals 
and to set up and clean up the space. A sign-up sheet will be available in the Gathering  
Area for you to indicate the time you will be helping.  

Annual Lima Chapter of American Guild Organists 
Super Bowl/Organ Recital 

 

Sunday, February 8, 2026 
3:00 PM 

Market Street Presbyterian Church 
1100 W. Market St. 

In the Footsteps of Luther Presentation 

 
Join us following the service Sunday, February 22, for “In the Footsteps of Luther”, a 
presentation of the recent trip to Germany. Marcy, Mary, Beth, and Pastors Beth and Dave 
will share some photos and stories from their journey. Refreshments will be provided. 
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CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

Sun, 
2/8 

11:15 am Worship Meeting 

Mon, 
2/9 

10:00 am  
11:00 am 

Financial Meeting 
Staff Meeting 

Tues, 
2/10 

6:00 pm Council Meeting 

Sat, 
2/14 

11a-1p Free Community Meal 

Sunn,  
2/15 
 

9:00 am 
 

9:00 am 
 

10:15 am 

Choir 
 

Christian Education Hour 
 

Liturgy of Holy Communion 

                                        “NUMBERS” from Sunday, February 1, 2026” 
 

 Attendance: 47 
            Giving:    $3,754.05 given to the glory of God for the work of the Gospel of  
                                             Jesus Christ in Lima and beyond. 

Staff 
Interim Pastor – Dave Westphal (Cell:419-455-0513) 
Interim Hospital Visitation Pastor - Samuel Payne  
(Cell:419-371-9774) 
Organist – Sandy Miller 
Choir Director – Brian Reeves 
Office Secretary – Robin Hefner 
  

Congregational Leadership  
President - Rich Moritz 
Vice President - James Williams 
Secretary - Lois Kennedy 
Treasurer - Alison Williams 
 

Tyler Arheit         Susie Cornell 
Perry Luhn           Marcy Reeves 
Jane Williams 

E-Mail Addresses 

Office Secretary – secretary@stlukeslima.org 
 

Scripture readings for 2/15/2026 
 

Exodus 24:12-18 
Psalm 2 
2 Peter 1:16-21 
Matthew 17:1-9 

The flowers in the chancel this morning were given by 
Sandy Miller in memory of my grandmother’s birthday 

and 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 

Mennonite Home - Bonnie  
The Greens - Dorothy 

Lockhaven - Barb 
 

Pat, Ida, Madison, Judy, Norman, Natalia, 
Elizabeth, Mark, Kristen 

mailto:shanda@stlukeslima.org

