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Please stand, if able, for parts of the service marked  ╬ 

Welcome to Worship 
 

2nd Sunday of Easter            April 12, 2026 
 

Welcome to St. Luke’s.  Whether you are visiting the Lima area or looking for a church 
home, we hope you find St. Luke’s Lutheran Church to be a people who reflect the joy 
and peace and love we have in Christ. More than that, we hope you hear, with us, the 
good news of Jesus Christ crucified and risen for the forgiveness of sins. 
 

Blue Welcome Cards help us welcome visitors, inform us of changes in your contact 
information, and let us know your prayer concerns. Welcome Cards may be placed in 
the offering plate stationed on a table for drop-off before or after service. 
 

Holy Communion All who are baptized and believe that with the bread and wine we  
receive the true body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins and salvation are  
encouraged to come to the Lord’s Supper. Those not receiving communion are invited 
to come forward for a blessing. 
 

Rest Rooms are on the main floor at the south end of the office hallway. 
 

Ushers and other members are here to help you if you need assistance. 

WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE        “Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing!”                               Held          
 

The organ chimes call us to worship.  
 

INTRODUCTION 
In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers them the gift of peace. 
Even amid doubts and questions, we experience the resurrection in our Sunday gathering 
around word and meal, and in our everyday lives. Throughout the coming Sundays of Easter 
the first two readings will be from the Acts of the Apostles and the first letter of Peter. Even 
as the early Christians proclaimed the resurrection, we rejoice in the new birth and living 
hope we receive in baptism.  
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM ╬   
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
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Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
  
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
  
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
  
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE ╬   

 The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

 Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around you. 
 
GATHERING HYMN ╬         “Awake, My Heart, with Gladness”          #378 
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GREETING ╬   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE  ╬         
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PRAYER OF THE DAY ╬  
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who 
doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s 
blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated.    
                                                                                                       
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
NOISY OFFERING   
On the second Sunday of each month, the children collect a special “noisy” offering of 
loose change (or dollar bills), typically designated to support Churches United Pantry 
(CUP). 
 
FIRST READING:                           Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 22 “Fellow 
Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with 
deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves 
know 23 this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of 
God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24 But God raised him 
up, having released him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be 
held in its power. 25 For David says concerning him, 
 ‘I saw the Lord always before me, 
  for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 
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 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
  moreover, my flesh will live in hope. 
 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades 
  or let your Holy One experience corruption. 
 28 You have made known to me the ways of life; 
  you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 
  29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died 
and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a prophet, he knew that 
God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his 
throne. 31 Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, 
 ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 
  nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 
32 “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”  
  
  The Word of the Lord.   
 Thanks be to God 
 
ANTHEM                                      “River in Judea”                        Leavitt 
 
SECOND READING:                                                     1 Peter 1:3-9 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given 
us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 4 and 
into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 
who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be re-
vealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to 
suffer various trials, 7 so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold 
that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although you have not seen him, you love him, and 
even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable 
and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your 
souls.  
  
 The Word of the Lord.   
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ╬     
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HOLY GOSPEL: ╬                              John 20:19-31 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked 
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are  
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 
  24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the 
nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.  
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord 
and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 
  30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in 
this book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the  
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.  
 
 The Gospel of Our Lord.    
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                                                                                          Pastor Dave Westphal 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY ╬             “Now the Green Blade Rises”                 #379 
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APOSTLES CREED ╬ 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he  
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH ╬  
 

   Response after each petition: Lord, in your mercy; Hear our prayer. 
 
OFFERING     
 Voluntary                            “We Walk By Faith”                                     Cherwien 
 
OFERTORY HYMN ╬            “The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing”         #531 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER ╬  
O God, maker of heaven and earth, 
your steadfast love embraces all creation. 
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth 
and bring forth its bounty. 
Through these gifts of bread and wine, 
draw us into the death and life of your Son, 
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen.  
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     GREAT THANKSGIVING ╬  

DIALOGUE ╬  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROPER PREFACE ╬  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ╬  
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE ╬  
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 
You have filled all creation with light and life; 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  
We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 
the promise to Israel, 
the rescue from Egypt, 
the gift of the promised land, 
the words of the prophets; 
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, 
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER ╬  
 

 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
            Give us this day our daily bread;   
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
        as we forgive those who trespass against us;   
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  and lead us not into temptation,  
        but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom,  
        and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER ╬  

Come to the table. 
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER 
This morning communion is served continuously. Come forward down the center aisle as 
directed by the ushers and receive the bread—the body of Christ—from the pastor.   
Take a glass from the tray and move to the wine servers. (The pre-filled glasses are grape 
juice.) When finished, place the cup in the basket and return to your seat via the side aisles. 
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COMMUNION HYMNS                “We Walk by Faith”                       #635 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   “Although I Speak with Angel’s Tongue”                   #644 
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EUCHARISTIC BLESSING ╬  

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace.   
Amen 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER ╬  

God of our salvation, 
Thank you for this meal that restores our souls, 
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. 
Through the body and blood of your Son, 
may we become Christ’s body in the world, 
bearing witness to your love for all creation, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION ╬  

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: 
God, who calls all things into existence, 
Jesus Christ, who redeems us, 
and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 
☩ bless you now and always.   Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN ╬                                    “Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!”                           #382 
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WORSHIP  
ASSISTANTS 
Worship Leader 
Organist 
Acolyte  
Children’s Message 
Lector 
Communion Servers 
Ushers 
Altar Guild 

Today, SUNDAY 4/12 
 
Pastor Dave Westphal 
Sandy Miller 
Adrian Lewis 
Noisy Offering 
Beth Arheit  
Sandy Gray, Nancy Rudolph 
Mike Gray, Dick McCarty 
Altar Guild 

NEXT SUNDAY 4/19 
 
Pastor Dave Westphal 
Sandy Miller 
Delaney Cardenas 
Megan Mulcahy 
Sarah Oleson 
Mary Stepleton, Jane Williams 
Bill Oleson, Dee Sherer 
Altar Guild 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL ╬  
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Silent prayer with chimes.   

 
POSTLUDE                           “Now the Green Blade Rises”                        Manz 
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Walk for Victims of Domestic Violence 
Today, April 12, join community members for a walk to raise  
awareness and prayers for victims of domestic violence and bullying. 
Sponsored by Com_UNITY,  
 
You may also be present with Pastor Dave at St. Luke’s between 1:00 
and 1:30 to join in the prayers here.  
 

Daily Devotions  
Each day, Monday through Saturday, Pastors Beth and Dave publish brief  
devotions based on the Sunday texts. You may also access them on the St. 
Luke’s website: www.stlukeslima.org  

Adult Bible Study  
Each Sunday morning, 9 am, come and explore the Bible with your friends at St. 
Luke’s. Meeting in the Pastor’s Office, and led by Mila, the class discusses the 
Bible passages scheduled for that Sunday. Come, enjoy the conversation, and find 
renewal in the Word of the Lord.   

Our Daily Bread 
Our Daily Bread, the soup kitchen of Downtown Lima, serves thousands of 
trays of food every year. Open every day but Sunday, the kitchen serves meals 
for those in need in Lima.  
 

Reaching out in faith, St. Luke’s helps with volunteers on the fourth Friday each month,  
11 am – 1 pm. This month, our service date is Friday, April 24th. You many volunteer to 
serve by contacting Linda Mann at 419-303-9793.  

http://www.stlukeslima.org
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WOMEN OF THE E.L.C.A. (WELCA) 
  

 

YOUR WELCA BOARD 
 

                       President: Sarah Oleson      Vice President: Mary Trueblood     
                           Secretary: Sandy Gray        Treasurer: Alison Williams 
                       Missions Director: Jane Williams   
 

They will meet on the 1st Thursday of the month, at 10:30 am in the Gathering Area 
  

Mary/Martha will be held on Tuesday, April  28th @ 11:00am 
 

WELCA Projects 
We raised a total of $1,236.00 for our “Herd - Gifts of love” our goal was $715.00. The  
additional donations of $521.00 will help us to add more animals to the “Herd”. 
Thank you for your generous donations. 
 
Spring Luncheon Sunday, May 17th, 11:30am - 1:00pm in the NLC. Discussion continues 
for this luncheon. A “good-will” offering will be taken with the proceeds going to support 
the Samaritan House. It will be held immediately following our church service. The menu 
will be: Shredded Chicken Sandwiches, Ham Sandwiches, Chips and beverages (provided 
by WELCA) and side dishes and desserts being provided by the congregation. A Sign-up 
sheet for dishes will be available in the gather Area. 

Luncheon for Pastor Dave 
 

Please join us next Sunday, April 19th, after service in the NLC for a luncheon in honor of  
Pastor Dave. He has done so much for our congregation and will be greatly missed by all. 
Please sign-up in the gathering Area so we can get a head count. 
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CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

Mon, 
4/13 

1:00 pm Worship Meeting 

Tues, 
4/14 

6:00 pm Joint Council Meeting at  
St. Matthews 

Thur, 
4/16 

3:00 pm Hospice Service 

Sun,  
4/19 
 

9:00 am 
 

9:00 am 
 

10:15 am 

Choir 
 

Christian Education Hour 
 

Liturgy of Holy Communion 
 

Luncheon for Pastor Dave 

                                        “NUMBERS” from Sunday, April 5, 2026” 
 

 Attendance: 141 
            Giving:    $7,056.09 given to the glory of God for the work of the Gospel of  
                                             Jesus Christ in Lima and beyond. 

Staff 
Interim Pastor – Dave Westphal (Cell:419-455-0513) 
Interim Hospital Visitation Pastor - Samuel Payne  
(Cell:419-371-9774) 
Organist – Sandy Miller 
Choir Director – Brian Reeves 
Office Secretary – Robin Hefner 
  

Congregational Leadership  
President - Rich Moritz 
Vice President - James Williams 
Secretary - Lois Kennedy 
Treasurer - Alison Williams 
 

Tyler Arheit         Susie Cornell 
Perry Luhn           Marcy Reeves 
Jane Williams 

E-Mail Addresses 

Office Secretary – secretary@stlukeslima.org 
 

Scripture readings for 4/19/2026 
 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
1 peter 1:17-23 
Luke 24:13-35 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 

Mennonite Home - Bonnie  
The Greens - Dorothy 

Lockhaven - Barb 
 

Pat, Ida, Madison, Judy, Norman, Natalia, 
Elizabeth, Mark, Mick 

The flowers in the chancel this morning were given by 
Beth Arheit McCarty in celebration of Tim & Caitlyn Arheit’s birthdays 

mailto:shanda@stlukeslima.org
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