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Please stand, if able, for parts of the service marked  ╬ 

Welcome to Worship 
 

Day of Pentecost            May 24, 2026 
 

Welcome to St. Luke’s.  Whether you are visiting the Lima area or looking for a church 
home, we hope you find St. Luke’s Lutheran Church to be a people who reflect the joy 
and peace and love we have in Christ. More than that, we hope you hear, with us, the 
good news of Jesus Christ crucified and risen for the forgiveness of sins. 
 

Blue Welcome Cards help us welcome visitors, inform us of changes in your contact 
information, and let us know your prayer concerns. Welcome Cards may be placed in 
the offering plate stationed on a table for drop-off before or after service. 
 

Holy Communion All who are baptized and believe that with the bread and wine we  
receive the true body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins and salvation are  
encouraged to come to the Lord’s Supper. Those not receiving communion are invited 
to come forward for a blessing. 
 

Rest Rooms are on the main floor at the south end of the office hallway. 
 

Ushers and other members are here to help you if you need assistance. 

WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE                 “Holy Spirit, Truth Divine”                        Burkhardt      
 

The organ chimes call us to worship.  
 

INTRODUCTION 
Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving of 
the law on Mount Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the 
Holy Spirit as God’s presence within and among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing 
wind and flame, bringing God’s presence to all people. Paul reminds us that though we each 
have different capacities, we are unified in the Spirit that equips us with these gifts. Jesus 
breathes the Holy Spirit on his disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that 
we too are given the breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming  
love to all the world. 
  
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM ╬   
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
  
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
  
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
  
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE ╬   

 The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

 Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around you. 
 
GATHERING HYMN ╬            “Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove”                #404 
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GREETING ╬   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE  ╬         
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE  ╬         
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PRAYER OF THE DAY ╬  
O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your Holy 
Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things 
and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated.    
                                                                                                       
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                             Megan Mulcahy 
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FIRST READING:                             Acts 2:1-21 
1 When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2 And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 
entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, 
and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and  
began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
  5 Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And 
at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them  
speaking in the native language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all 
these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own  
native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya  
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and  
Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All 
were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others 
sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 
 
  14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Fellow Jews 
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, 
these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is 
what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
 and your young men shall see visions, 
  and your old men shall dream dreams. 
 18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit, 
   and they shall prophesy. 
 19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 
  and signs on the earth below, 
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
 20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 
  and the moon to blood, 
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
 21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ”  
  
  The Word of the Lord.   
 Thanks be to God 
 
ANTHEM                          “Holy Ghost, with Love Divine”                  Miller 
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SECOND READING:                                                         1 Corinthians 12:3b-13  
3b No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 
  4 Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, 5 and there are varieties of services 
but the same Lord, 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates 
all of them in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common 
good. 8 To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom and to another the  
utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to 
another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of powerful deeds, to 
another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, 
to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, 
who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 
 
  12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized 
into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one  
Spirit.  
 The Word of the Lord.    
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ╬     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL: ╬                              John 20:19-23 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked 
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are  
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”  
 
The Gospel of Our Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON                                                                                          Pastor Steve Nelson 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY ╬              “Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading”               #401 
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APOSTLES CREED ╬ 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he  
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH ╬  
 

   Response after each petition: Lord, in your mercy; Hear our prayer. 
 
OFFERING     
 Voluntary                           “Come, Holy Spirit”                                  Wyton 
 
OFERTORY HYMN ╬              “Voices Raised to You”                                  #845 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER ╬  
Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 
       
      GREAT THANKSGIVING ╬  

DIALOGUE ╬  
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE ╬  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ╬ 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE ╬  
O God most mighty, O God most merciful, 
O God our rock and our salvation, 
hear us as we praise, call us to your table, 
grant us your life. 
 
When the earth was a formless void, 
you formed order and beauty. 
When Abraham and Sarah were barren, 
you sent them a child; 
When the Israelites were enslaved, 
you led them to freedom. 
Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, 
and the psalmists cried out for healing, 
and full of compassion, you granted the people your life. 
 
You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. 
He was born among the poor, 
he lived under oppression, 
he wept over the city. 
With infinite love, he granted the people your life. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering his death, we cry out Amen.  
Amen. 
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. 
Amen. 
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen.  
Amen. 
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LORD'S PRAYER ╬  

 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
            Give us this day our daily bread;   
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
        as we forgive those who trespass against us;   
  and lead us not into temptation,  
        but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom,  
        and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER ╬  

Come to the table. 
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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THE LORD’S SUPPER 
This morning communion is served continuously. Come forward down the center aisle as 
directed by the ushers and receive the bread—the body of Christ—from the pastor.   
Take a glass from the tray and move to the wine servers. (The pre-filled glasses are grape 
juice.) When finished, place the cup in the basket and return to your seat via the side 
aisles. 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS                “On Eagle’s Wings”                         #787 
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    “Come Down, O Love Divine”                              #804 
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EUCHARISTIC BLESSING ╬  

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.   
Amen 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER ╬  

Holy One, 
through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. 
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 
to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. 
In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION ╬  

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN ╬                       “God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind”                    #400 
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WORSHIP  
ASSISTANTS 
Worship Leader 
Organist 
Acolyte  
Children’s Message 
Lector 
Communion Servers 
Ushers 
Altar Guild 

Today, SUNDAY 5/24 
 
Pastor TBA 
Sandy Miller 
Zoey Kennedy 
Megan Mulcahy 
Sarah Oleson 
Lee Moritz, Jane Williams 
Bill Oleson, Tyler Arheit 
Jane Williams 

NEXT SUNDAY 5/31 
 
Pastor Deb Monnin 
Sandy Miller 
Delaney Cardenas 
Dawn Arheit 
Lonnie Collins 
Lois Kennedy, Mary Trueblood 
Bob Williams, Phil Trueblood 
Jane Williams 

DISMISSAL ╬  
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Silent prayer with chimes.   

 
POSTLUDE                                       “Processional”                                     Wesley 

                                      SUMMER SPECIAL MUSIC 
If you have worshipped at St. Luke’s for even a short time, you have likely noticed the 
abundance of musical gifts and talents with which we are blessed. Our chancel choir serves 
us weekly, throughout most of the year, offering praise to our Lord and guiding us in the 
liturgy and in our congregational song. We thank you, O God, for our choir! 
 
During the summer months, our choir takes a break, allowing for individuals and  
ensembles from the congregation to offer their musical gifts. Have you been blessed by 
God with a musical talent? Would you consider offering your gift in worship? Please  
sign-up (a sign-up sheet is ready in the Gathering Area) or let Sandy Miller  know if there 
is someone or something you would like to hear in your worship services this summer.    

                               DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE HYMN? 
It has been a tradition in recent years to  invite the whole congregation to select hymns for 
use in our weekly liturgies during the summer months.  Now is the time to begin  
submitting your requests. The requests need to be turned in by Sunday, May 24th. Forms 
will be in the gathering aera. Try to pick just one!! 
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Adrian Lewis, son of Joe Lewis and Sarah Julian 
School: Graduating from Lima Senior High School 
Future Plans: Adrian will be attending Ohio Northern University majoring in                   
Entertainment, Design and Production. 
 
Ella Moritz, daughter of Richard & Dara Moritz 
School: Graduating from Shawnee High School Summa Cum Laude 
Future Plans: Ella will be attending The Ohio State University (Columbus) majoring in    
Health Science. 
 
Erin Mulcahy, daughter of Steve & Lyn Mulcahy 
Graduating from the University of Findlay with an Undergraduate Degree in Finance and 
Masters in Business Administration. 
Erin will be working at Trueblood Wealth Management. 
 
Mary Kelly Mulcahy, daughter of Steve & Lyn Mulcahy 
Graduating from the University of Findlay with an Undergraduate Degree in Finance and 
Masters in Business Administration. 
Mary Kelly will be working at Trueblood Wealth Management. 
 
Lauren Williams, daughter of James & Alison Williams 
Graduating Magna Cum Laude from Ohio Northern University with a Bachelors of Arts 
Degree in Social Studies, Education and History. 
Lauren will be working at Heir Force Community School this Fall. 
 

Please join us Sunday, May 31st in the Gathering Area to celebrate all of our graduates. 

Lima Lutheran Events 
 
June 6th Combined Church Picnic at St. Matthews starting at 3 pm. Think about the sides or 
desserts you might want to bring. Bring the family! 
 
June 7th Lima Lutheran Night at the Ballpark with our Lima Locos! Game starts at 5:05 p.m.  
Watch for details on tickets soon. 
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CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

Mon, 
5/25 

 Memorial Day 
OFFICE CLOSED 

Tues, 
5/26 

10:00 am 
11:00 am  

Herald Assembly 
Mary/Martha 

Sun,  
5/31 
 

9:00 am 
 

10:15 am 

Christian Education Hour 
 

Liturgy of Holy Communion 

                                        “NUMBERS” from May 17, 2026” 
 

 Attendance: 55 
            Giving:    $2,355.00 given to the glory of God for the work of the Gospel of  
                                             Jesus Christ in Lima and beyond. 

Staff 
Interim Hospital Visitation Pastor - Samuel Payne  
(Cell:419-371-9774) 
Organist – Sandy Miller 
Choir Director – Brian Reeves 
Office Secretary – Robin Hefner 
  

Congregational Leadership  
President - Rich Moritz 
Vice President - James Williams 
Secretary - Lois Kennedy 
Treasurer - Alison Williams 
 

Tyler Arheit         Susie Cornell 
Perry Luhn           Marcy Reeves 
Jane Williams 

E-Mail Addresses 

Office Secretary – secretary@stlukeslima.org 
 

Scripture readings for 5/31/2026 
 

Genesis 1:1—2:4a 
2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
Matthew 28:16-20 

The flowers in the chancel this morning were given by 
Lee Mortiz in celebration of Josh Moritz’s birthday 

and 
Mary Stepleton in memory of Rusty Pisle 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 

Mennonite Home - Bonnie  
The Greens - Dorothy 

Lockhaven - Barb 
 

Pat, Ida, Madison, Judy, Norman, Natalia, 
Elizabeth, Mark, Mick, Andrew, Timmy 

mailto:shanda@stlukeslima.org

