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Welcome to Worship

11th Sunday after Pentecost August 9. 2026

Welcome to St. Luke’s. Whether you are visiting the Lima area or looking for a church
home, we hope you find St. Luke’s Lutheran Church to be a people who reflect the joy
and peace and love we have in Christ. More than that, we hope you hear, with us, the
good news of Jesus Christ crucified and risen for the forgiveness of sins.

Blue Welcome Cards help us welcome visitors, inform us of changes in your contact
information, and let us know your prayer concerns. Welcome Cards may be placed in
the offering plate stationed on a table for drop-off before or after service.

Holy Communion All who are baptized and believe that with the bread and wine we
receive the true body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins and salvation are
encouraged to come to the Lord’s Supper. Those not receiving communion are invited
to come forward for a blessing.

Rest Rooms are on the main floor at the south end of the office hallway.
Ushers and other members are here to help you if you need assistance.

Please stand, if able, for parts of the service marked T

WELCOME

PRELUDE “Here I Am, Lord” Carter
The organ chimes call us to worship.

INTRODUCTION

Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer
silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says:
“Take heart, it is [; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm
presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the re-
freshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign
of God’s presence to others.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS =

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,

Father, Son and # Holy Spirit,

whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.
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Let us confess our sin before God and one another.

Silence is kept for reflection. The congregation may kneel or sit.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, # Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

PEACE 4
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around you.

GATHERING HYMN 4t “Oh, Sing to the Lord” #522
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4 Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spir - it.
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Oh, sing to  the Lord, oh, sing God a new song.
For God is the Lord, and God has done  won - ders.

So  dance for our God and blow all the trum - pets.
Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spir - it.
For Je - sus s Lord! A - men! Al -le - lu - ial
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Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.
GREETING 4
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,

we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,

life and for love, ... . for our workand our play,

nour-ish our souls ... with your bod-y and blood,
N ‘ — Refrain
b AT n p— 3 KT " -

D 5 - ! ? | K T d o
J etz <

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY 4

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue
your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the
faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOISY OFFERING
On the second Sunday of each month, the children collect a special “noisy” offering of

loose change (or dollar bills), typically designated to support Churches United Pantry
(CUP).

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:9-18
” At [Horeb, the mount of God, ][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there.

Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” '°He
answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword.
I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

"'He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to
pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking
rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind, and after the wind an
earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake, '* and after the earthquake a fire, but
the Lord was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. '* When Elijah heard
it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave.
Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”



“He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites
have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the
sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” '* Then the Lord said
to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall
anoint Hazael as king over Aram. '® Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over
Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your
place. ' Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes
from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. '® Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the
knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God
SPECIAL MUSIC “Until Then”
David Reedy, solo
SECOND READING: Romans 10:5-15

> Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who
does these things will live by them.” ® But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do
not say in your heart, “Who will ascend into heaven?” * (that is, to bring Christ down) ’ “or
‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). ® But what
does it say?

“The word is near you,

in your mouth and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), ® because if you confess with your mouth that
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved. '’ For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses with
the mouth, leading to salvation. '' The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be
put to shame.” '* For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord
of all and is generous to all who call on him. * For “everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord shall be saved.”

' But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to
believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone
to proclaim him? "> And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written,
“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 4
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HOLY GOSPEL: 4 Matthew 14:22-33
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

2 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of
Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.” And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went
up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, ** but by this
time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against

them. *° And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. *° But when the
disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they
cried out in fear. 2’ But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not
be afraid.”

28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29
He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came
toward Jesus. * But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning
to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” *! Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught
him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” ** When they got into the boat,

the wind ceased. ** And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of
God.”

The Gospel of Our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Don Pletcher



HYMN OF THE DAY 4t “Here I Am, Lord” #574
Requested by: Alison Williams
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1 “I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my peo - ple cry.
2 “I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my peo - ple’s pain.
3 “I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.
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All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.
I have wept for love of them. They turn a - way.
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save.
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Fin-est bread 1 will pro-vide till their hearts be sat - is - fied.
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I will speak my word to them. Whom shall 1 send?”
I will give my life to them. Whom shall 1 send?”
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lead me. I will hold your peo-plein my  heart.

APOSTLES CREED 1
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he

_
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ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to

judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 3
Response after each petition: Lord, in your mercy; Hear our prayer.

OFFERING
Voluntary “We Shall Behold Him”
David Reedy, solo
OFERTORY HYMN 4k “Step by Step” w&p #132
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step by step you'll lead me, and I will fol-low you all of my days.
OFFERTORY PRAYER 4
Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING 4t
DIALOGUE 5}

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE 3
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 5

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him should not perish,
but have eternal life.

We give thanks to you for the salvation

you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
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LORD'S PRAYER 4

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER 4t

Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

The assembly is seated.

LAMB OF GOD
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

THE LORD’S SUPPER

This morning communion is served continuously. Come forward down the center aisle as
directed by the ushers and receive the bread—the body of Christ—from the pastor.
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Take a glass from the tray and move to the wine servers. (The pre-filled glasses are grape
Juice.) When finished, place the cup in the basket and return to your seat via the side aisles.

COMMUNION HYMNS  “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”  #793
[ N , )
L T
b —— I — 7, £ :
s —— A
1 Pre-cious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand,
2 Whenmy way grows. . drear, pre-cious Lord, lin-ger near,
3 When the dark - ness ap - pears and the night draws. . near,
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whenmy life is al - most .. gone,
and the day is past and . . .  gone,
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Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light.
hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I  fall
at the riv - er I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand.
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Take my hand, pre-cious Lord, lead me home.
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“Hymn of Promise” meth #707
Requested by: Cheryl Cusic
Unison
FE= e =
fasVY, - i 7 o o
J <+ g r 5 *** =2 F 7

1. Inthe bulb thereis

a flow-er; in the seed,

an ap-ple tree;

in co-coons,
there'sa dawn

2.There'sa song  in ev-ery sidence, seeking word and melo - dy;
3., Inour end is our be- gin-ning; in our time, in-fin-i - ty;
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a hid-den promise: butter- flies  will soon be free!

in ev-ery darkness, bring-ing hope

toyouand me.

in our doubt thereis be- liev-ing; in our life,  e-ter-ni - ty.
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Fromthe past willcomethe fu-ture;whatit bolds, a myster-y,
In our death, a res-ur - rfec-tion; atthe last, a victo - 1y,
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EUCHARISTIC BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace.
Amen

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 4

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION =

One God,

Father, Son, and + Holy Spirit,
bless, heal, and hold you

today and always.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN = “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” #632
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1 O God, our help in a - ges past, our hope for years to come,
2 Un - der the shad-ow  of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;
3 Be - fore the hills in or - der stood or earth re-ceived its frame,
4 A thou-sand a - ges in your sight are like an eve - ning gone,
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our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our
suf - fi-cient is your arm a - lone, and our
from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to
short as

e - ter - nal
de - fense is
end - less years the
the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris - ing

home:
sure.
same.
sun.
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DISMISSAL 3
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

Silent prayer with chimes.

POSTLUDE “0, Sing to the Lord” Childs

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #32170.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Some words and music are reprinted under CCLI License #1606263. Some words and music are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-719607.

WORSHIP Today, SUNDAY 8/9 NEXT SUNDAY 8/16
ASSISTANTS

Worship Leader Pastor Don Pletcher Kent Miller

Organist Sandy Miller Sandy Miller

Acolyte Zoey Kennedy Julianna Lewis

Children’s Message | Noisy Offering Marcy Reeves

Lector Rachael Lewis Dale Laukhuf

Communion Servers | Sandy Gray, Nancy Rudolph Mary Trueblood, Marcia Laukhuf
Ushers Mike Gray, Dick McCarty Phil Trueblood, Tyler Arheit
Altar Guild Altar Guild Altar Guild

@e 1 he flowers in the chancel this morning were given by
% Lois Kennedy in celebration of Alisha Helmig’s birthday

' and

Sandy Miller in memory of Fred

“NUMBERS?” from August 2, 2026”

Attendance: 41
Giving:  $4,990.00 given to the glory of God for the work of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ in Lima and beyond.

Staff Congregational Leadership

Interim Hospital Visitation Pastor - Samuel Payne President - Rich Moritz

(Cell:419-371-9774) Vice President - James Williams

Organist — Sandy Miller Secretary - Lois Kennedy

Choir Director — Brian Reeves Treasurer - Alison Williams

Office Secretary — Robin Hefner Tyler Arheit Susie Cornell
Perry Luhn Marcy Reeves
Jane Williams

E-Mail Addresses
Office Secretary — secretary(@stlukeslima.org
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