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to our church family

19th Sunday after Pentecost October 4. 2026

Welcome to St. Luke’s. Whether you are visiting the Lima area or looking for a church
home, we hope you find St. Luke’s Lutheran Church to be a people who reflect the joy
and peace and love we have in Christ. More than that, we hope you hear, with us, the
good news of Jesus Christ crucified and risen for the forgiveness of sins.

Blue Welcome Cards help us welcome visitors, inform us of changes in your contact
information, and let us know your prayer concerns. Welcome Cards may be placed in
the offering plate stationed on a table for drop-off before or after service.

Holy Communion All who are baptized and believe that with the bread and wine we
receive the true body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins and salvation are
encouraged to come to the Lord’s Supper. Those not receiving communion are invited
to come forward for a blessing.

Rest Rooms are on the main floor at the south end of the office hallway.

Ushers and other members are here to help you if you need assistance.

Please stand, if able, for parts of the service marked J|If



WELCOME

PRELUDE “Jesus Loves Me” Lovelace
The organ chimes call us to worship.

INTRODUCTION

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of Israel,
the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s
love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto
Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so that we may share
Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 3

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,*+ one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination. Please kneel as you are able.

Merciful God,

we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.

Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,

we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.

Save us from ourselves

and free us to love our neighbors.

Amen.

Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins
but delights in granting pardon and mercy.

In the name of *F Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.

You are free to love as God loves.
Amen.



PEACE 4t

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around you.

GATHERING HYMN J"'= “The Church of Christ, in Every Age” #729
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GREETING 4

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 4

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your
Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do
them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Marcy Reeves

FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7
"1 will sing for my beloved
my love song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
?He dug it and cleared it of stones
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes,
but it yielded rotten grapes.

3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and people of Judah,
judge between me
and my vineyard.
* What more was there to do for my vineyard -



that I have not done in it?
When I expected it to yield grapes,
why did it yield rotten grapes?

> And now I will tell you
what I will do to my vineyard.
I will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;
I will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
T will make it a wasteland;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
I will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.

" For the vineyard of the LOrD of hosts
is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah
are his cherished garden;
he expected justice
but saw bloodshed;
righteousness
but heard a cry!

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

ANTHEM “There is a Redeemer” Green

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14

[Paul writes:] *° If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: °
circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a
Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; © as to zeal, a persecutor of the church;
as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. ® More
than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ * and be found in him, not having a righteousness of
my own that comes from the law but one that comes through faith in Christ, the
righteousness from God based on faith. T want to know Christ and the power of his
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, ' if
somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
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2 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press on to
lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. '* Brothers and sisters, I do not
consider that I have laid hold of it, but one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what lies
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, "I press on toward the goal, toward the
prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 4
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HOLY GOSPEL: - Matthew 21:33-46
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] ** “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard,
put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to
tenants and went away. ~* When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants
to collect his produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and
stoned another. *° Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and they treated them in
the same way. >’ Then he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” ** But
when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him
and get his inheritance.” ** So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed
him. **Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” *'
They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and lease the vineyard to
other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”

*2 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:

‘The stone that the builders rejected



has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?
# “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a
people that produces its fruits. ** The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces,
and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”
*>When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was
speaking about them. *® They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they
regarded him as a prophet.

The Gospel of Our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON Pastor Don Pletcher
HYMN OF THE DAY J|'f “My Song is Love Unknown” LBW #94
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APOSTLES CREED =

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 4
Response after each petition: Lord, in your mercy; Hear our prayer.

OFFERING
Voluntary “Day by Day” Wagner
OFERTORY HYMN 3 “Thy Word” w&p 144
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 4t

God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;

make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts

in service to you and in love to our neighbors,

today and always.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING 3¢
DIALOGUE 3t

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE 4
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 3
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 4t
LORD'S PRAYER 1t

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER 3
Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

The assembly is seated.

13
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3. Lamb of God, you are the way of jus-tice and peace:
4. Lamb of God, you are the way of mer-cy and love:

have mer-cy onus, mer-cy on us, mer-cy on us.
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grant us peace, grant us peace, grant  us peace.

THE LORD’S SUPPER

Holy Communion is served today from the communion rail. Approach from the center aisle
and fill spaces from the back, under the Christ window, kneeling as you are able. Receive
in your hand the host (bread) from the pastor. Take an empty glass from the first tray, then
receive the wine from the communion server. (The pre-filled glasses are grape juice.)
Place your used glass in the second tray. Return via the side aisles following the blessing
from the pastor.

COMMUNION HYMNS “Jesus Loves Me!” #595
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lead me to the home 1 trea-sure, where at last I'll find e - ter-nal rest.
help me bear life’s pain and sor-row till in glo-ry I be-hold your face.
with your pres-ence here to guide me, 1 will reach at last the prom-ised land.
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EUCHARISTIC BLESSING 1t

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.

Amen

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 4

Sustaining God,

with this bread and cup,

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.

BENEDICTION 4=
The God of love
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draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN = “Thine the Amen” #826
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thine the vine-yard then the cup is lift-ed up lift - ed up.
gone the sigh -ing gone the dy - ing what was loss  lift - ed high.
then the won -der all in-creas-ing at thy feast at thy feast.
DISMISSAL 3¢
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

Stilent prayer with chimes.

POSTLUDE

“There is a Redeemer”

Wagner

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #32170.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Some words and music are reprinted under CCLI License #1606263. Some words and music are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-719607.
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WORSHIP
ASSISTANTS
Worship Leader
Organist

Acolyte

Children’s Message
Lector

Communion Servers
Ushers

Altar Guild

Today, SUNDAY 10/4

Pastor Don Pletcher

Sandy Miller

Julianna Lewis

Marcy Reeves

Lonnie Collins

Lois Kennedy, Jane Williams
Bob Williams, Jack Williams
Marcy Reeves

NEXT SUNDAY 10/11

Pastor Deb Monnin

Sandy Miller

Zoey Kennedy

Noisy Offering/Sarah Oleson
Marcy Reeves

Mary Trueblood, Linda Mann
Phil Trueblood, Tyler Arheit
Marcy Reeves

Submit Your Budget Requests

If anyone has any special request for 2027 budget items, please have them submitted by
October 12th to present at the October 13" council meeting. Thanks!

WHAT’S UP AT CUP C.U.P. donation item for October is:

Toilet paper

On October 4, 2026 Gomer Congregational Church will be
celebrating its 109th Annual Gymanfa Ganu (Ga-mahn-fa Ga-nee)
which is a Welsh festival of song. Participants sit by parts and sing
some great old hymns in the Welsh tradition. The evening will begin
at 7pm. The Welsh Museum will be open 4-6:pm. For more
information you can call 419-642-2681.

We hope you will be able to join us for this fun filled evening of
music.

SAFETY CITY TRICK OR TREAT
Saturday, October 24, 2026

' | We will have a table set up for St. Luke’s
Bring the kids and enjoy the fun!
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German Heritage Luncheon

Reformation Sunday, October 25, following worship, you are invited to join in fellowship
around tradition German fare at our annual German Heritage Luncheon. Beginning shortly
after the 10:15 worship service, the food will be prepared, the tables set, and the atmosphere
joyful.

Join us in the New Life Center following worship, Sunday, October 25, for our German
Heritage Luncheon.

Sundayv, November 1 is All Saints’ Sunday,

the day we remember, honor, and give thanks for those who have died in the
KLY, pastyear. The names of those family members and friends of the
SBIMYS’ congregation are included in the bulletin for that day; and during worship, we
BAY will toll the chimes in honor and remembrance.

If you have the name of someone you’d like to see on our list, please contact
the church office by Monday, October 19th. Please bring any pictures to put in the gathering
area on All Saints with their names of who they are. Thank you.

OUR DAILY BREAD
125 South Central 419-224-2086

Our Daily Bread serves hundreds of thousands of trays of food every year!
The soup kitchen tray line needs six (6) volunteers from
St. Luke’s to serve food on the 4th Friday of
every month from 11 am -1 pm.

We will be serving on Friday, October 23, 2026

If you can help in the future or would like more information
contact our church office secretary or, Linda Mann: 419-303-9793.
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CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Tues, | 6:00 pm | Altar Guild
10/6

Meadows of Marion - Dorothy
Lockhaven - Barb

Sun, 9:00 am | Choir

Pat, Ida, Madison, Judy, Norman, Natalia,
Dean, Mark, Mick, Andrew, Timothy,

10/11 | 9:00 am | Christian Education Hour Susan, Florian, Elizabeth, Glen

10:15 am | Liturgy of Holy Communion

Scripture readings for 10/11/2026
Isaiah 25:1-9

Philippians 4:1-9

Matthew 22:1-14

and
Sandy Miller in celebration of Arya’s birthday Kumar Ann

“NUMBERS” from September 27, 2026”

Attendance: 49

Giving:  $5,321.80 given to the glory of God for the work of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ in Lima and beyond.

Staff

Congregational Leadership

Interim Hospital Visitation Pastor - Samuel Payne President - Rich Moritz

(Cell:419-371-9774)

Organist — Sandy Miller

Choir Director — Brian Reeves
Office Secretary — Robin Hefner

Vice President - James Williams
Secretary - Lois Kennedy
Treasurer - Alison Williams

Tyler Arheit Susie Cornell
Perry Luhn Marcy Reeves
Jane Williams

E-Mail Addresses

Office Secretary — secretary@stlukeslima.org
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