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Please stand, if able, for parts of the service marked  ╬  

 

 
 
 
 

Our Mission Statement 
“Saved by Grace. Reaching out in Faith.” 

 
21st Sunday after Pentecost            October 18, 2026 

 

Welcome to St. Luke’s.  Whether you are visiting the Lima area or looking for a church 
home, we hope you find St. Luke’s Lutheran Church to be a people who reflect the joy 
and peace and love we have in Christ. More than that, we hope you hear, with us, the 
good news of Jesus Christ crucified and risen for the forgiveness of sins. 
 

Blue Welcome Cards help us welcome visitors, inform us of changes in your contact 
information, and let us know your prayer concerns. Welcome Cards may be placed in 
the offering plate stationed on a table for drop-off before or after service. 
 

Holy Communion All who are baptized and believe that with the bread and wine we  
receive the true body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins and salvation are  
encouraged to come to the Lord’s Supper. Those not receiving communion are invited 
to come forward for a blessing. 
 

Rest Rooms are on the main floor at the south end of the office hallway. 
 

Ushers and other members are here to help you if you need assistance. 
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WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE                      “Take Time to be Holy”                     Wells 
 

The organ chimes call us to worship.  
 

INTRODUCTION 
In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. 
When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to him 
and to God what belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate  
allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the image of God, we 
offer our entire selves in the service of God and for the sake of the world.  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS ╬  
  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding    
minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. Please kneel as you are able. 
  

Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path 
but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, 
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
When met by those in need, 
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves 
and free us to love our neighbors. 
Amen. 
 
Hear the good news! 
God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 
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PEACE ╬   

 The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

 Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around you. 
 
GATHERING HYMN ╬                  “All My Hope on God is Founded”                   #757 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING ╬   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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GLOBAL HYMN  ╬             Take My Life, That I May Be                   #583 
 

Frances R. Havergal (#537) wrote this hymn in English. Vicente Mendoza (1875-1955) 
translated it into Spanish. God is asked to take all of us, and the parts are lined up in a list: 
life, moments, hands, feet, voice, and so on. Vicente was a Methodist pastor in Mexico. He 
was also a musician and hymn writer, who began writing and translating hymns in 1901. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY ╬  
Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; 
created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated.    
                                                                                                       
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                   Kathy Luhn 
 
FIRST READING:                             Isaiah 45:1-7 
 1 Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
  whose right hand I have grasped 
 to subdue nations before him 
  and to strip kings of their robes, 
 to open doors before him— 
  and the gates shall not be closed: 
 2 I will go before you 
  and level the mountains; 
 I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 
  and cut through the bars of iron; 
 3 I will give you the treasures of darkness 
  and riches hidden in secret places, 
 so that you may know that it is I, the Lord, 
  the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
 4 For the sake of my servant Jacob 
  and Israel my chosen, 
 I call you by your name; 
  I give you a title, though you do not know me. 
 5 I am the Lord, and there is no other; 
  besides me there is no god. 
  I arm you, though you do not know me, 
 6 so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 
  and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 
  I am the Lord, and there is no other. 
 7 I form light and create darkness, 
  I make weal and create woe; 
  I the Lord do all these things.  
 
 The Word of the Lord.    
 Thanks be to God 
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ANTHEM                          “Take It to the Lord in Prayer”                            Raney 
                                                      
SECOND READING:                                                         1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
  Grace to you and peace. 
 
  2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers,  
constantly 3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love 
and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers and sisters  
beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our message of the gospel came to you 
not in word only but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as 
you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6 And you be-
came imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with 
joy from the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia 
and in Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedo-
nia and Achaia but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no 
need to speak about it. 9 For they report about us what kind of welcome we had among you 
and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God 10 and to wait for his 
Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming 
wrath.  
 
 The Word of the Lord.    
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ╬     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8  

 

HOLY GOSPEL: ╬                                   Matthew 22:15-22 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

15 The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16 So they sent their  
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, 
and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one, for you 
do not regard people with partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes 
to Caesar or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the 
test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a  
denarius. 20 Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and whose title?” 21 They answered, 
“Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and 
to God the things that are God’s.” 22 When they heard this, they were amazed, and they left 
him and went away.  
 
 The Gospel of Our Lord.    
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                                                                                                          Kent Miller 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY ╬             “Take My Life, That I May Be”         #685 vs 1,2,3,5&6 
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APOSTLES CREED ╬ 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he  
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH ╬  
 

   Response after each petition: Lord, in your mercy; Hear our prayer. 
 
OFFERING     
 Voluntary                  “O Help Me, Lord, to Praise Thee”                         Bach  
                                                                                  
OFERTORY HYMN ╬                         “Thy Word”                              w&p #144                         
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD ╬  
Let us pray. 

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light 
into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of 
life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from 
captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with 
you. For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness 
through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For 
your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our 
hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, 
draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 

LORD'S PRAYER ╬  

 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
            Give us this day our daily bread;   
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
        as we forgive those who trespass against us;   
  and lead us not into temptation,  
        but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom,  
        and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION ╬  

The God of love 
draw you into full accord and one mind, 
in the body of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN ╬                           “O God of Every Nation”                #713 vs 1,3&4 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL ╬  
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Silent prayer with chimes.   

 
POSTLUDE                               “O God of Every Nation”                                          Held                    
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CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

Thur, 
10/22 

3:00 pm Hospice Memorial Service 

Fri, 
10/23 

11:00 am Our Daily Bread 

Sat, 
10/24 

12-2 pm Safety City Trunk or Treat 

Sun,  
10/25 
 

9:00 am 
9:00 am 

10:15 am 
11:30 am 

Choir 
Christian Education Hour 
Liturgy of Holy Communion 
Heritage Meal 

                                               “NUMBERS” from October 11, 2026” 
 

 Attendance: 48 
            Giving:    $1,841.16 given to the glory of God for the work of the Gospel of  
                                             Jesus Christ in Lima and beyond. 

WORSHIP  
ASSISTANTS 
Worship Leader 
Organist 
Acolyte  
Children’s Message 
Lector 
Communion Servers 
Ushers 
Altar Guild 

Today, SUNDAY 10/18 
 
Kent Miller 
Sandy Miller 
Addy Cardenas 
Kathy Luhn 
Dale Laukhuf 
Jane Williams, Marcia Laukhuf 
Mike Gray, Dick McCarty 
Marcy Reeves 

NEXT SUNDAY 10/25 
 
Pastor Art Wilde 
Sandy Miller 
Delaney Cardenas 
Dawn Arheit 
Dee Sherer 
Lee Moritz, Nancy Rudolph 
Dee Sherer, Bill Oleson 
Marcy Reeves 

Scripture readings for 10/25/2026 
 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Romans 3:19-28 
John 8:31-36 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 

Meadows of Marion - Dorothy 
Lockhaven - Barb 

 

Pat, Ida, Madison, Judy, Norman, Natalia, 
Dean, Andrew, Timothy, Susan, Florian, 
Elizabeth, Glen 

Staff 
Interim Hospital Visitation Pastor - Samuel Payne  
(Cell:419-371-9774) 
Organist – Sandy Miller 
Choir Director – Brian Reeves 
Office Secretary – Robin Hefner 
  

Congregational Leadership  
President - Rich Moritz 
Vice President - James Williams 
Secretary - Lois Kennedy 
Treasurer - Alison Williams 
 

Tyler Arheit         Susie Cornell 
Perry Luhn           Marcy Reeves 
Jane Williams 

E-Mail Addresses 

Office Secretary – secretary@stlukeslima.org 
 

mailto:shanda@stlukeslima.org

