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Welcome to Worship
Nativity of Our Lord

December 24, 2022

Welcome to St. Luke’s. Whether you are visiting the Lima area or looking for a church
home, we hope you find St. Luke’s Lutheran Church to be a people who reflect the joy
and peace and love we have in Christ. More than that, we hope you hear, with us, the
good news of Jesus Christ crucified and risen for the forgiveness of sins.

Blue Welcome Cards help us welcome visitors, inform us of changes in your contact
information, and let us know your prayer concerns. Welcome Cards may be placed in
the offering plate stationed on a table for drop-off before or after service.
Holy Communion All who are baptized and believe that with the bread and wine we
receive the true body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins and salvation are
encouraged to come to the Lord’s Supper. Those not receiving communion are invited
to come forward for a blessing.
Rest Rooms are on the main floor at the south end of the office hallway.
Ushers and other members are here to help you if you need assistance.
Large print bulletins are available. Please see an usher if you would like to use one.

Please stand, if able, for parts of the service marked

Staff
Interim Pastor – Steve Nelson (Cell:419-236-9233)
Interim Pastor – Mark Bauer (Cell:419-277-0351)
Interim Hospital Visitation Pastor - Samuel Payne
(Cell:419-371-9774)
Organist – Sandy Miller
Choir Director – Brian Reeves
Office Secretary – Robin Hefner
Custodian – Tyrone King
E-Mail Addresses

Congregational Leadership
President - Rich Moritz
Vice President - James Williams
Secretary - Barb Fisher
Treasurer - Alison Williams
Sandy Gray
Phil Trueblood
Lois Kennedy Susie Cornell
Rick Kennedy Brett Onan
Perry Luhn
Nicole Kennedy

Office Secretary – secretary@stlukeslima.org
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╬

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
O Come, O Come Emmanuel
Shepherds
What Child is This
A Little Child on Earth Has Been Born
There’s a Song in the Air
One Small Child
Mary, Did You Know?
PRELUDE

Arr. Kerr
Arr. Held
Arr. Purvis
Arr. Rawsthorne
Arr. Held
Arr. Doran
Arr. Lowry & Green
Rylie Howard, solo

“Christmas Fantasy ~ Part One”
Brass Ensemble and Organ

Raney

The organ chimes call us to worship.
OPENING DIALOGUE ╬
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it.
Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness,
on them light has shined.
We have beheld Christ’s glory,
glory as the only Son from the Father.
To us a child is born,
to us a Son is given.
In him was life,
and the life was the light of all people.
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GATHERING HYMN ╬
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“O Come, All Ye Faithfull”

#283

GREETING ╬
Today Christ is born:
Alleluia, alleluia!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE ╬

PRAYER OF THE DAY ╬
All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has brightened weary
hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us to proclaim the birth of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen
The assembly is seated.
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SPECIAL MUSIC

“Night of Silence”
Choir

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Biery
Kim Howard

SCRIPTURE READING
Isaiah 9:2–7
2
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of
deep darkness—on them light has shined. 3 You have multiplied the nation, you have
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when
dividing plunder. 4 For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod
of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5 For all the boots of the
tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
6
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and
he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of
David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will
do this.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 96 sung responsively (congregation sings BOLD only)

1

Sing to the LORD | a new song;
sing to the LORD, | all the earth.
2
Sing to the LORD, bless the name | of the LORD;
proclaim God's salvation from | day to day.
3
Declare God's glory a- | mong the nations
and God's wonders a- | mong all peoples.
4
For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised,
more to be feared | than all gods.
5
As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols;
but you, O LORD, have | made the heavens.
6
Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence;
power and splendor are in your | sanctuary.
7
Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples,
ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power.
8
Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the | holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts | of the LORD.
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9

Worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness;
tremble before the LORD, | all the earth.
10
Tell it out among the nations: "The | LORD is king!
The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved
will judge the peo- | ples with equity."
11
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the | earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that | is
therein
12
Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your com- | ing, O LORD,
for you come to | judge the earth.
13
You will judge the | world with righteousness
and the peoples | with your truth.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the | Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
SPECIAL MUSIC

“Star Carol”
Dakota Lewis, solo

Burt

SECOND READING:
Titus 2:11-14
11
The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety
and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright,
and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our
great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem
us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good
deeds.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION╬
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HOLY GOSPEL: ╬
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.

Luke 2:1-20

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.
3
All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended
from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was
engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to
deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of
cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 8 In that
region there were shepherds living in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by night.

9

Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for
see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you:
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger."
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13

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14 "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on
earth peace among those whom he favors!" 15 When the angels had left them and gone into
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing
that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us."
16
So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child;
18
and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured
all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told
them.
The Gospel of the Lord.

SERMON

Pastor Steve Nelson
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HYMN OF THE DAY ╬
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“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

#270

NICENE CREED ╬
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH ╬
Response after each petition: Lord, in your mercy; Hear our prayer.
OFFERING
Anthem
OFFERTORY HYMN ╬

“Where Shepherds Lately Knelt”
Choir
“I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve”

Schalk
#271
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The assembly stands.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING ╬
Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus,
who came among the poor to bring the riches of your grace.
As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others.
With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven,
we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
DIALOGUE

╬

GREAT THANKSGIVING ╬

PROPER PREFACE ╬
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ╬
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION ╬
LORD'S PRAYER ╬
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER ╬
Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here.
Come, eat and drink.
The assembly is seated.
LAMB OF GOD
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THE LORD’S SUPPER
This evening communion is served continuously. Come forward down the center aisle as
directed by the ushers and receive the bread—the body of Christ—from the pastor.
Take a glass from the tray and move to the wine servers. When finished, place the cup in
the basket and return to your seat via the side aisles.
COMMUNION HYMNS
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“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

#279

“On Christmas Night”

#274
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Jesus, Bread of life,
we have received from your table
more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal,
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray.
Amen.

Please turn on your flameless candle for the singing of Silent Night
HYMN ╬
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“Silent Night, Holy Night”

BENEDICTION ╬
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SENDING HYMN ╬

18

“Joy to the World”

#267

DISMISSAL ╬
Go in peace. The Savior is born.
Thanks be to God.
Silent prayer with chimes.
POSTLUDE

“Christmas Fantasy ~ Part Two”
Brass Ensemble and Organ

Raney

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #32170. New
Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Some words and music are reprinted under CCLI License #1606263. Some words and music are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-719607.

WORSHIP
ASSISTANTS
Worship Leader
Organist
Brass
Special Music
Acolytes
Child Mess
Lector
Comm Server
Ushers

CHRISTMAS EVE
Pastor Steve Nelson
Sandy Miller
Brian Reeves, trumpet; Jack and Lauren Williams, trumpet;
Marcia Laukhuf, French horn; Ian and Gus Steinke, trombone;
Dale Laukhuf, trombone
Dakota Lewis, solo; Choir
Mackenzie & Malachi Onan, Zoey Kennedy & Adrian Lewis
Kim Howard
Dale Laukhuf
Beth Arheit McCarty
Lois & Zak Kennedy

THE SEASON TO GIVE
The time to prepare for Christmas is here. Although many of us will be busy preparing for
the holiday by buying gifts, decorating trees, and baking cookies, we are reminded that we
should spend time preparing spiritually. One of the most important ways to
prepare spiritually for the coming of Jesus is to give to those in need, whom Jesus loves
beyond our imagination.
In remembrance of those in need and in celebration of the coming of our Lord, St. Luke’s
church council has designed a year-end giving campaign to benefit our
neighbors here in Lima. We have chosen Family Promise to be the recipient of this gift.
In celebration of the most wonderful gift, our Lord Jesus Christ, we will be dedicating
100% of our Christmas Eve offering toward this effort. It will be the capstone of our
campaign; our gift to Lima as we celebrate God’s gift to us. Furthermore, Council has
decided to provide up to $1,000 of matching funds from the Bequest fund.
So please pray about what you might give toward this special effort. You can give by
writing “Family Promise ” on your giving envelope. Checks should be made payable to
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, memo: “Family Promise.”
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May you have a blessed Christmas,
full of the joy, hope, peace, and love
that Christ brings.

REMEMBER IN YOUR
PRAYERS
Mennonite Home - Bonnie Nielson
Lost Creek - Joan Fields
Pat Bitters, Ida Hershberger, Melissa
Shultz, Madison Hunt, Barb Fisher,
Lois Kennedy
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